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A NEW CHAPTER:
FINDING PURPOSE AFTER RETIREMENT

Retirement is often viewed as the finish line after decades of work, but in reality, it
can be the starting point for something just as meaningful. For many older adults,
the post-retirement years offer a chance to rediscover passions, build community,
and redefine what purpose looks like in this new stage of life.

First, Orient Yourself

The first step in finding purpose after retirement is reflection. Without the
structure of a work schedule, it is natural to feel a little unmoored. Ask yourself:
What activities bring me joy? What causes or communities matter most to me? Is
there a skill or hobby | have always wanted to explore? Your answers can help

guide you forward. .

Volunteering and Giving Back
One of the most fulfilling ways to spend time after

retirement is through volunteer work. Whether it is \_.E \@ |
mentoring young people, helping at a local food pantry,

or supporting a hospital or animal shelter, giving your

time can create a strong sense of value and connection.
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Check out the next page for more post-retirement goals and activities.

Many communities have programs specifically
designed for older adults who want to get involved.
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Lifelong Learning

Retirement does not mean learning stops. In fact, it is the perfect time to explore
new topics or deepen existing interests. Local community colleges, libraries, and
online platforms offer classes on everything from history and languages to
painting and computer skills. Learning keeps the mind sharp and opens up new
social opportunities as well.

Stay Social and Build Community

Maintaining social connections is essential to emotional well-being in retirement.
Consider joining clubs, attending events at senior centers, or even starting a
regular gathering with neighbors or friends. These relationships can offer support,
laughter, and a shared sense of purpose.

Pursue Creativity and Passions

Retirement can also be a time to lean into creative pursuits, such as writing,
gardening, woodworking, photography, music. Whatever the interest, creative
expression can provide joy and a tangible sense of achievement. If you are not sure
where to begin, many local groups and classes welcome beginners with open
arms.

Set New Goals

While career goals may be behind you, setting personal goals can still bring
motivation and direction. These can be big or small: walking a certain number of
steps per day, planning a trip, starting a home project, or learning something new
each month. Goals give structure to your days and a sense of accomplishment
when you meet them.

Embrace the Journey

Purpose does not have to be tied to productivity. Sometimes, it is found in
simple, everyday moments such as helping a neighbor, enjoying time with
grandchildren, or taking a morning walk. The key is to stay open to new
possibilities and give yourself permission to grow in new directions.

Retirement is not the end of purpose. It is a new
beginning. With curiosity, intention, and a
willingness to try new things, older adults can
create lives that are not only fulfilling but deeply
meaningful.

WE CAN HELP.

Our hospital-based outpatient program is designed to meet the unique needs of older
adults experiencing depression and/or anxiety related to life changes that are often
associated with aging or a chronic diagnosis. Anyone can make a referral to our program,
including self-referrals, provider referrals, or community consultations.

Call us today at (308) 832-3400, Opt #4
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